Wine or Gra/oc Juice [or F assover

Mng Pcople assume from their experience with "communion” that wine is the proper iiquid

to represent the memorial slﬂcdding of the Savior's blood at Fassovcr.

PBut was it wine that was in the Passover cup? T here was once a group that could not decide,
50 they offered both wine and grapejuice at the Fassover memorial. Are we not commanded

to discern what is right and proper from what is not? According to ]Kings 18:21,we are.

Have you ever inves’cigate& the meaning of the Fassover cup and its sgmbo]ic contents?

| ifein the Bloocl

A basic Princip]e in the Pible is that the on]y possible atonement for the act of sinis a
giving up of life. And the ONLY way we can be free of sin's death Pena!ty, which we

have all earned because of our sins, is througlﬂ b]ood, which contains lhce, | eviticus

17:01.

lsrael‘s sins were covered under an elaborate system of sacrifices in which animal blood
was shed. Tkat system gave way to a better sacrifice in the New T estament. Yeshua
shed His blood on the torture stake as the Pcrpcct sacrifice. His blood Paicl the death
Pena]tg for our sins,jus’c as the blood of animals was shed under the Old (Covenant
merelg to cover lsrael’s sins (but not take them awag). Rea& chrews 9:13-15.

Contrarg to what many believe, the PrinciPle of sacrifice remains, onlg now instead of
animal sacrifice, it is the sacrifice of the Savior and the sheclcling of [Tis blood that we

trust in.

What KePresents Blood?

Our Savior instituted a new sgmbol at that New Covenant Fassover—the cup. This
sgmbol rePrcscntecl the blood of the Pechct | _amb, which was [He Himself.

The questiorx is, what liqui& rePresented His pure, sinless life? Wine? Grapejuice?

Water? ls there any way we can know?



Yes, there is! Does it rea”g matter? |t ccrtain]g does, because one is right and proper,
the rest are wrong and of no effect. Some read John 446 and say the cup should
contain water, because Yeslﬂua changed water into wine at Cana. Tl’leg also opt for
water in the cup because both blood and water came out of the Savior's side when [ e
was Pierced bg the Roman soldier while on the stake.

But the cup must Sﬁmbolize blood. At best, John 446 shows onlg an association

between water and wine, not water and blood.

The fact that both water and blood issued from [is Piercec{ side proves nothing in
relation to the Fassovcr cup. ]1( Hc had shed on]9 water on the torture stakc, then we
could conceivab]g call water his shed "blood.” But [His blood is what saves us, not
water. ThCrCFOFC, we must find something other than water as the proper sgmbol for

His blood.

Grapc Juicc Analogous to Bloocl

Thc O]d Tcstamcnt never mentions a cup for Fassovcr-on]9 the lamb, unleavened
bread, and bitter herbs. You miglﬂt be wonclcring, but what about the drink oxcxccring?

T he drink ogFering used in rcgular Old T estament sacrifices comes from the [ebrew
word "nacak,“ and it means to pour out. Although called a "drink? oxqzcring because it
was liquid, it was not drunk but a]wags ”Pourccl out” at the altar. Faul wrote to Timotl'xg
that he was readg to be offered ((Greek ”spendomai,“ Poured out like a drink oﬁ%ring”)
at the end of his ministrﬂ. Tlﬁe drink oxclcering, ’chermcore, can give us no clue as to the

contents of the cup that was drunk in the New Covenant Fassover service.

An imPor’cant indication of the cuP‘s contents, however, is found in the [{ebrew word
for b]ood, idam.” Strong‘s [~ xhaustive Concorclancc chrew Dictionary defines
1dam” or blood: ”(as that which when shed causes death) of man or an am’ma]; bg anal.

thejuice of the grape; Fig. (esPeciaug in the Plur.) b]oodshe&(i.c droPs of bloo&)."
‘Wine’ Never USCCI for ‘CUP’

Both Yeshua and Fau] referred to the Fassover beverage simplg as ”cuP” or "fruit of
the vine.” Theg NIEVER used "wine® in reFerring to the cup.



Fermented wine is the (areek "oinos," used 28 times in the New | estament, but
NE_\/E_K for the contents of the Fassover cup.

What we can cleduce, tlwcn, is that "fruit of the \Vine” Properly represents His blood
(Lui(e ZZ:ZO). But is that fruit of the vine Fermented, oris it the pure, unadulterated
Juice of the grape? [ad the New | estament writers used “glcukos,” the other word for

fermented wine (occurring one time in Acts 2:1 5), the meaning would be clear.

Butjust as theg did not use "oinos” (Fermentecl wine), neither did theg emPloy “g]eukos“
in reference to the Fassover cup. Whg? ]s there a reason theg did not use "wine” when

sPeaking of the Fassover CUP?
Wine ngbolic of Retribution, C elebration

| et'slook at the sgmbo]ic attributes of wine and see whether this substance would be
appropriatc forthe solemn, redcmptive Fassovcr observance. | the proplﬁe’cic Book of
Reve]ation we find c!ear, sgmbolic meaning in wine. ]n i4:8 wine represents wrath
unleashed for Babglows fornication. \Verse 10 reads, "] he same shall drink of the wine
of the wrath of E]ohim, which is Pourecl out without mixture into the cup of Hlis
indignation...”

Wine ("oinos" sgmbo]izes the fierceness of Yalﬁweh's wrath in Kcvclation 16:19. [He
calls it "wine of her [Babglon‘s] fornication® in 1 7:2. The use of wine ("oinos”) in other

parts of the New ] estament is signiﬁcant as well.

Jnthe New | estament wine is used in celebration, éuring times of rejoicing. T he first
miracle Yeshua Perf:ormed was to change water to wine at a we&&ing Feastj John 2. ]t is

a celebration drink.

uPon Abraham‘s victorious return from battle with the kings, (senesis 14:18,
Melchizedek grected him with bread and wine (“9agiﬂ“-a fermented clrink).

Simi]arlfj, in Dcutcromomg 14:26 we find that wine is cxprcsslg used for

RDO]C]NG at Yahweh‘sjogous Feas’cs "wine" here is the Greek “shekar,” an

intoxicant, but we are commanded against drunkermessj EPH 5:1 8)4



Wine, tl'xermcore, would be inappropriate for the so]emnj dead]9 SER]OUS and even
)Crightening observance of the Fassover (reca” that the death angel struck absolute
F'T_AR into the hearts of ]sraeb‘

Fau] chastized the once pagan Corinthian Assemblg for coming together at Fassover
to gorge themselves on food and drink. [ e showed in 1 (Corinthians 11 that the
Fassovcr was a solemn occasion and not a festive time. It is a time for sober

introsPection, v. 28.

Wine at the Fassover would be inaPProPriate in light of what Faul was teaclﬁing about
sol)rictg and humi]itg at Passover. Poth wine (5a3in> and "strong drink” were cxpresslg
forbidden during worship services, ithat you may put difference between holg and
unholy, between clean and unclean.” This was a statute Yahweh gave 1CorcverJ fornall
generations” (ch. 10:9~1 i). Undcr the New Covcnant, an elderis not to be "given to
wine," iTimothg 3.3,

lntoxicants simplg have no P]acc ina worship setting.

Wine: Chemica”g Altercd and | eavened

Wine is not a firstfruit of the grape. [tis a bgpro&uct. Wine is Produced when yeast, a
leavening agent, acts on the sugar molecule of Fruitjuice to Produce ct!ﬁgl alcohol and
carbon dioxide. Wine, then, isjuicc that has been chcmica”y changec{ into somcthing

different. |t is not the original, pure fruit of the vine, but a secondarg bgproduct. As a
sgmbol for the pure, uncorrupted, sinless blood of Yeslﬁua, a modified substance like

wine would be inadequate. ”The cup of b!essing which we bless, is it not the communion

of the blood of Messiah?.." (1(Cor. 10:16)

More imPortantly, wine has been leavened in the same way bread is leavened by yeast.
The Fassover was to be eaten onlg with unleavened }Jreacl, Exodus 12:8. Nothing

leavened was to be used at the Fassover Memoria].

(nleavened bread represents Yeshua's bodg unchanged bg the corruption of sin,
Mark 14:22. Similarly, the cup represents [His pure blood, untainted }35 outside
influences of the sinful world. \/\/ould a c}‘lemicallg altered drink like wine best represent
His pure, unadulterated Hood, or would the virginjuice from the grape?



Blood of the Grape

Biblica”g, the sgmbolism between blood and the Purejuice of the grape is unmistakable.

Jn Genesis 49:1 1 we find a reference to the 1blood of grapes.” A citation to drinking
the ”Pure blood of the grape“ is found in Deutcronomg 32:14.

lsaiah 67%:1 sPeaks Prophetica”y of the returning Messiah Yeshua, who comes from
Edom ("rec{") with dged garments (recl from ]:)loocl) from Bozrah (meaning “vintage“wthe
9ic]d cncgrapcs from a grape crop).

\/crsc 2 rcads, “\/\/lﬂcrcmcorc are you red in your aPParcl, and your garments like him that
treads in the winefat?" ”V\/inegat“ is the [Jebrew ”gath,” which means to tread out

grapes. ]’c is not “96‘(6}3,” which would be a wine-vat or a container storing wine.

“] have trodden the winePress a]one; and of the PCOP]C there was none with Me: For] will
tread them in Mine anger and tramplc them in Mg Furg; and their blood shall be sprinklcd
upon my garment, and | will stain all My raiment,” |saiah 6%:3.

”Wincpress” is a misnomer. |tis infact a ’crough for squcezing grapejuice, with a drain at
one lower end. | he grapes were Pressed down and thejuice Hlowed out the drain. [ere,
thcjuice that flows from the grapes is cquatcd with the blood of those whom Yeshua will
c}cs’crog when [He returns. T heir blood is equated with the "blood of the grape’--grape

Juice.

The analogg is complete in Kevelation 14:20, where "blood came out of the winePress."
“B!ooc{” here is the Greek “haima," and according to Strong‘s Concordance Greek

Dictionarg means: ”B]oocﬂ lit. (of men or animals), gig. (thejuice of grapes> or spec. (the
atoning blood of [Mcssiah]).”

Savior as a [Tirstfruits

Yeshua is the firstfruit sacrifice for man, 1 Corintlﬁians i5:20. The People were to offer
the firstfruits of their Procluce to the Priests) Deuteronomy i 8:4~"...the firstfruit also of

your corn, oFgour wine..." "\Wine" here is "tirosh.”

[For more uses of "tirosh" as Freshlg Prcsscdjuicc of the wincpress, see ZChroniclcs
% 1:4-5 and Nehemialﬁ 10:37-%39; 13:5, 12. Just as the winePress is rea“g a giant grape

Juice press, so wine is also used metaphoricauy Forgrapes. " As the new wine [[eb.



"tirosh," fresh grapejuice] is found in the cluster..” |saiah 65:8. We don’t find wine in a
clustcr, but we do find grapes that way.

"New wine” signhcies the bestwthatjuice which squeezes out bg the sheer weiglﬁt of the

grapes in the winePress, before the treading. Thus, it is the firstfruits of the grape
batch.

Yesl'tua is called the firstfruit of the dead, and the true vine. | his pure firstfruit can only
equate with the first of the Freng squeezed grapejuice, not with a byProc{uct or wine,
adulterated through chemical change.

Fure, unadu]teratedjuice is the on|9 proper sgmbol of the pure, saving blood of Yeshua
the Mcssiah in the Fassovcr. Grapcjuice is the Oﬂly sgmbol that fits all the criteria and
offers the onlg sgmbolism that is uniciue to [is pure, Precious blood.

Faul tells us that the Savior represents the first of the harvest: "Put now is the
Messiah risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that sleP‘c" (I Cor.
15:20).

]:irshcruits ogcrings were commanded of ]srac] in Dcutcronomg i 8:4: ”Tl’xc firstfruit
also oxcgour corn, opgour wine, and opgour oil..1 "\Wine® here is the Hebrew ”’cirosl—\,”
meaning Freng Presse&juice. Similarlg in lsaiah 65:8 we read of the "new wine ["tirosh,”
fresh grapejuice] found in the cluster” (see ZCHron. 3145 Neh. 10:37-%9;1%:5, 1 Z).

Yeshuais actua!!9 the first of the firstfruits, 1 (Corinthians 15:2%, and the true vine,
John 15:1. T his pure Firsfruit can onig equate with the first of the Freshlg squcezc&
grapcjuicc, not with the bgProduct known as wine, which has been mixed with yeast
spores and change& through aging and chemical action.

Can Grapc Juice Be Preserved?

Some years ago a number of wine Proclucers and processors of grapejuice were
contacted with the qucstion, ”Could grapcjuicc have been Prcscrvccl in the Ho]g Larxc!
2,000 years ago from the fall of the year until earlg SPring’?" The response was equa”g
divided. Those Proclucing wine exPressed doubts that grapejuice could be Preservecl‘
T hose Proclucing grapejuicc stated it was Possible even under Primitivc conditions, to
do so. [urthermore, grapes in ]srael had a hig!‘x content of sugar, which was an

advantage in Preser\/ation) some Poirxte& out.



The Living Bible Encgclope&ia in Story and Fictures cxplains how grapejuice could
be Preserved: "TI"IC means for Preservirxg grapejuice were well known. Kato (De Agri
Cultura CXX) has this recipc: ‘]Fgou wish to have must [grapcjuicc] all year, put grape
Juice inan ampl‘xora and seal the cork with Pitcl’l. Sinkitinafish Pond. After 30 dags
take it out. Jt will be grapejuice for a whole year (vol. 16, pp- 208 8-2089).

Another method of Preser\/ing graPejuice was to concentrate thejuice }:)3 boiling it into
asyrup. Storecl ina cool P]ace, this concentrate would not ferment. Ac{ding water later

gie]cled a sweet, unfermented graPeJuice. Tl’lis was common in ancient times.

Still another way to have grapejuice all yearwas to Finc!y Cl‘lOP raisins, which are dried
grapcs"ancl then add water to Produce the reconstitutccljuicc

Yeshua KcPt His Promise

As Yesl'lua was Participating in His memorial with [His discip]es, [He said: ”Drink you all
of it; for thisis my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission
of sins. Put | say unto you, | will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that
dag when | drink it new with you in my Fa’chcr’s kingdom“ (Matt. 26:Z7~Z9). About to
die, Yes]ﬁua said He would not drink of the "fruit of the vine™ until [ 1e was with them in
the Kingclom. ]F the Fassovcr cup contained wine, as some a”cgc, then He broke that
promise. Why is that? Simply this:

John 19:28-29 reveals that Yeshua's thirst was satisfied when on the tree thcg gave
Him "vinegar” ("oxos” in Greek), which is described as an imcerior) common wine drunk
by soldiers and laborers. (The Comp]ete Biblical Library) "When Yeshua therefore
had received the vinegar, he said, Jtis finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the

Spirit“ (Jo}m 19:50).

Yeshua had refused the wine ("oxos™) four times, butjust before His death [He did
receive the wine. [Jad the Previous Fassover cup contained wine instead of *fruit of the
vine" (grapcjuicc), [e would have broken [His word not to drink of it again after the
Passover and before the King&om.

Grapejuice had to have been in the Fassover cup. Fure, unadulterated "blood of the
graPe“ is the 0ﬂ19 proper symbo! for the pure, saving blood of Yeshua the Messiah in

the Fa ssover.
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