Why should my Cl‘lUl"Cl‘l studg about her Jewis!ﬂ Roots?
A Message for Fastors

There are many impor’cant reasons whg (Christians should learn about the Jewish
Roots of the Chris‘cian faith. But before we discuss them, let me address one common
concern that many Pastors rightxcung have about this subjcct. Wl’xcn we talk about
”Jewish Roots,"we are NOT teaching that (Christians should come under the law of
Moses, because "we are not under the law, but undergrace“ (Romans 6:1 4"), orthat
(hristians should appropriatc modern _Jewish worship traditions, such as wearing a
prayer shawl (Ta“it)j or head covering (Kippah), or Putting on Phglac’ccries (Ti?ﬁ”im).
We AR teaching the restoration of the authentic Biblical "faith once delivered to
the saints" (Jucle 5). Tl‘:is faith is the "Faith of Abraham," (Komans 4:16) PerFectec{
and made available to the whole world ]33 the bir’ch, ministrgj death and resurrection of
Jesus, the Jewish Messiah. Christian faith, as Practicecl in far too many Places ’codag,
does not reflect Biblical Jewish heritage. ln many, if not most P!aces) "Christiaﬂitg"
reflects the influences of non~5iblica! belief systems, various human ”re]igious”
traditions, and worlcﬂg cultures. A” around the worldj the Ho]g SPirit is moving upon
believers to explore their historic Biblical Jewish Roots to determine how (5-d would
have the Bodg of Christ reclaim this inheritance. | his reclamation includes studging
(a very Jewish and scriptural activitg) the proper Placc of the Old T estament,
including the | _aw, in our lives (i Timothy 2:15). A)Cter a”, the same APost]e who
wrote that "Messiah is the end of the law for rightcousncss” (Romans 104), also
wrote that the law is ... Holgl spiritual and good.” (Romans 7:12 &14) [ e also testified
that his "inner man delighted in the law" (Romans 7:22) and that its stuaij has the
abi]itg to train believers in righteousness (Z Timo’chg 3.16).



W/hat do / mean [Jy Ucwﬁs/;”?

This ”Abrai'iamic“ faith was, and still is, essentiang "Jewisn” Jtis not Babglonian,
(Greco-Roman, European, Aicrican, Asian, or American. lt was birthed bg the (5-d
of ]srael when he made a covenant with the Chaiclean, Abram, and "converted” him to
the [Hebrew ”Abrai'iam." Via his son Jacob's subscquen’c conversion and name
Changej his descendants became known as "lsraelites.“ 6~d eventua“y established
[is covenant with the entire nation of ]srae!ites, through the Toraiﬂ giving ministrg of
Moscs. As historical events unico]dccl, the whole nation took on the name of the
Preeminen’c tribe from which their kings were drawn and their future Messiah would
come ~Judai1‘ ]sraelites eventua“y became known as “Jews” (?_ Kings | 6:6). Ti‘ie
divine revelations recorded in the Old T estament give us the foundations of our
"Messianic” (i.e. Christian) faith. T hese [1ebrew Scriptures, in con)'unction with the
New | estament, also written by Jewisi‘i hands that were insPired by this same G~d)
contain G—cl‘s commandments and divine instructions for riglﬂteous human

relationsl'iips and sPirituai guicieiines for establisi'iing and maintaining a Pcrsonal

relationsl'iip with (G-d himself.

The divine influence of these " Jewish Scriptures" created a definitive culture and
world view that was uniquc among all the nations and rcligions of the ancient world.
This distinctlg ”Jewish“ culture and world view, because it is based on, and is the fruit
O]C, these recorded revelations of the G~& of ]srael, is the onlg one acceptabie for
anyone who believes in the Jewish Messiah. Not on]y are we converted in our sPiritual
relationsl'iip with (5-d, but we should also be converted from our old worldlg cultures
and world views. Tl"IOSC PhilosoPhies, traditions or cultural dynamics that Previously
influenced us, should now be rejectecl when theg are contrary to the authoritg of these
"chish” Scriptures. Ti’ic aPostlc Faui, in Romans 11:18, makes this concept clearto
genti]e believers in the messiah. When anyone repents of their sins and receives Jesus
as savior and Lorci, theg are graictecl into ]srael’s olive Tree and are made a Partai(er
of the rich root of that " Jewish” tree. Tl'icg are made "Partakcrs of the Promisc” and
become "fellow citizens of the commonwealth of ]sraei“ (Eplﬁcsians 2:19). 5implg
stated, gentile Cl‘iris’cians, bg faith in Jesus Ci‘irist) have been graictecl into a "Jewish"
rcligion that has its own distinct sPiritua] realties, commandments, culture and world

view.



7771:5 Faith” and ”/7’1’51!'0(9”

T his *faith® has unclergone many Permu’cations in i’csjourneg among, the nations
throughout his’corg. ]t has been Pummelecl bg Politicians, manglea bg mean~spirited
theo]ogians, stained with the blood of the martyrs, and renewed and revived by
redeemed saints. Through all of this ]ong historg the essential " Jewishness" of the
faith has been genera”g obscured) PurPoseFullg hidden and consisten’clg vilified. l
believe that this has been the well defined strategy of the devil to accomPlish two
Power‘Fu“g destructive ends.

[irst, he wanted to create a non~scripturai re]igion that he could influence anyway he
wanted to. 53 removing, the CI"IUFC!"I from the authori’cﬁ of the Scriptures he was able
to }Dring the Church under thejudgmen’c Promisecl by G~cl if she disobeyecl the clear
aPostolic command of Romans 11:18-21, (do not be arrogant against the
branches...gou can be cut off also). Bg successFu”g accomplis!ﬂing this end he was
able to remove the engra?ted wild branches from the anointed roots of ]srael’s O(ive
T ree. Oncc this was successful the Church could now easi]9 come under the
influence of numerous nefarious doctrines of demons. T he his’corg of the Church

attests to the success of t!nis s’crategg.

Second, we see the real goal that the devil is seeking to accomplislﬁ is directlg related
to the success of this first part. Bg corrupting the Church via these doctrines that
robbed the (Church of her Place in the anointed roots of |srael’s olive tree, the
Church as his’corg s0 clearlg testhcies, lost the demonstrative power of the Ho]g
SPirit. Tl’n’s powerwas one of the crucial ingredients necessary to Provoke lsrael to
Jealousy. Faul himself told us that the ”Jews require a sign” (1 Cor. 1:22). }ﬂaving no
power to manifest such "signs," the JCWiSl"I PeoPlc would not be Provokecl to faith in
Jesus as the Messiah. Since such Provocation is intended to promote their faith in
Jcsus, which in turn, according to Romans 11:15 means the resurrection of the dcad,
which occurs at the time of the second coming of Chris’c. So we can see that this
strategy is Primar9 intencled, notjust to rob the Church of herinheritance in the rich
root of this hcritagc, butinfactto try to block the return of the | ord }35 Prcvcnting
the Jewish Pcoplc from coming to faithin Jesus.



[Historical Separation
F

As you know from your studies of church !'ﬁstorg, the Boclg of Christ has been
exPeriencing a slow but steadg restoration of biblical truths: the message of salvation
55 Faith, the Priestl*\ood of all be]ievers) the bible as the sole authoritative source of
doctrine, its translation into the languagc of the People, }Japtism ]35 immersion upon
the confession of Faith, the restoration of the ghc’cs of the holy SPirit, CI"IUFC!’\
government based on anointing rather than institutional Promotion, the restoration of
all the equipping ministries of E_Pl'xosians 4, the commitment to fulfill the great

commission, and many others.

Tl"ICSC truths had to be restored because they were rePlacecl }33 various "doctrines of
demons® that had infiltrated and corruptecl the Church throughout the centuries. ]
believe that one of the major reasons for the restoration of the (Church to her Jewish
Roots is so that the (Church can be restored to her biblical rclationship and
resPonsibilit3 to the Jewish People. The call upon the Church to Provoke ]srae! to
Jca]ousg is one of the truths of the Ncw Tcstamcmt that has historica”g been almost
to’ca“}j rejccted. Jn thinking that thcg had to make the gospel more Pala’caHe to genti]e
audiences, men of good intentions, misdirected in their zeal to Preach the Gospel, de-
Judaizccl their message, and bg cloirsg 50, opcnccl themselves to the demonic doctrine
of ”replaccment thcologg.” T his had the dual effect of separa’cing the (Church from
her Koots in lsrael’s O]ive Tree and Promoting a spirit of arrogance toward the
Jewish People. The Church o longer saw herself as part of the Jewish People or
Part of G~&‘s Plan to Provoke ]srael ’cojcalousg. ]ns’cead she grew into a "counterfeit
imPerialistic tlﬁcocracg“ that lost its authentic sPiritua] testimony and the abilitg to
make genuine born~again c{isciples‘ Authentic sPiritualitg was reP]aced ]:)g a
hierarchical system of Political and militaristic schemes that forced "ioya!tg” to a
"Church” instead oggenuine sPiritual rebirth and new life. Thc more the Church
rejec’ced her ”O]ive T ree connection,” the more she grew into institutionalized
sacramentalism, hiorarclﬂicalism, sPiritua! darkness and unbelief. As time went }35, what
started as a Messianic Jewish faith based on the 5criptures and the power of (5-d,
became a thoroughly geﬂtilizec{ "Christianitﬂ” based on Po!itica] and militaristic power
and (Church traditions that were in many instances nothing more than a "christianized

Paganism.”



All ’chings Jewish were slowlg rcjectccl and in some circumstances ultimatelg forbidden.
Tlﬁe true Church was ’cragica”y compromiscd, once comPromised, ] believe that
historg shows she came under thejuc!gmcnt of G—d for disobcying the aPostolic
command not to be arrogant toward the unbelieving natural branches. ( Jnable to
Provoke the Jews to faith in Christ, the devil insPired her to Provoi(e the Jews to
wrath, and further entrenched unbelief bg centuries of malicious and incessant
Persccution. The Jewish People were branded in such ways as to sancthcg their
Persecutiorx, sugering, and even death. Theg were the innocent victims of hate filled
theo]ogies that bred sPiritua] disaster for the church and calamities for the natural
sons of Abraham. This was a satanic strategy to kecp the true gospcl away from the
Jewish Peopie and tlﬁereby kceP Jesus from returning, because their re~gra1c’cing into
their own O!ive T ree means the resurrection of the clead, which takes P]ace when

Jesus returns (Romans |RER 5).



F ractical benetits for your C hurch

B}j recognizing that we are Practicing a_Jewish faith, as oPPosed to a traditional
"Ci’]ristian“ one, we are freed from the historic, cultural and demonic entang]ements
that have robbed Christiaﬂs of their scriptural inheritance for centuries. Whenever
"tradition” stands in the way of renewal, whenever the voice is heard that says, "we
dor’t do that in our Church,” with the implication that our Church has a more holy or
sacred tradition, a “Jewish Roots" orientation answers, "we are Fo”owing the
scriptures and obeging the revelation of G~clj not the traditions of men, no matter how
old or irxgrained tlﬁeg arel” A]Cter a“, no Christian tradition is older than the Hebrew
scriPtures. E_very aspect of our Christian life begins to be analgzecl bg this Jewish
Roots orientation. Are we cloing what we are c!oing inour Cl’xurclﬂ or sPiritual life
because of our cul’cure, our traditions, or because of our human Philosophics’? |s what
we are doing according to the Word of (5-d7 Are we worshiPPing G~d the way he
desires to be worslﬂippcd, the way the Scripturcs teach [Jeis to be worshippcd, or
the way we have been taught by our traditions? Are we in fact actua”g worshipping or
mere]g have a "song service" (and we wonder wlﬁg there is such a minimal presence of
the Ho]g Spirit in most churches). Are we Praging according to the spiritua]
Principles of the Scriptures or accor&ing to our own human unclerstanding [How
many Chris’cian are frustrated in their prayer lives? ]s it because ’cheg have never been
taugh’c to pray according to the Pible? So many (Christians are in fact victims of
satanic strategies that have replaced the teachings of the [Hebrew scrip’cures with
various norx~scriPturaI traditions that the G~d of ]srael neither respects, receives, nor

responds to.

| et me reiterate, ] am not saying that Christians should ac{oP‘c Jewish traditions or try
to imitate unbc!icving Jews in their modern clay rcligious practices. Buta Jewish
Roots understanding will insist on a scriPtural basis for everﬁtlﬁing we do, say, and
believe. Not on]y will we be encouraged to stuclg the Scriptures, but we will also be
cncouragccl to understand how the chish Pcoplc throughout historg have
understood them, and be freed to glcan from them riches of our own inheritance
"among them® (Komans P1:1 7) This is somethiﬂg that satan is desperately afraid of.
[He is terrified of the prospect of true believers entering into honest studg of the



Scriptures with the Jewish Pcople. [e knows the PowerFul witness that will be able to
go For’dﬁ, as well as the great treasures that will be oPened to the Churc}‘l.

AJewish Roots understanding will cause your PeoP]e to be more assiduous when
theg read the scriPtures, by creating a mentality that says, ”] want to know the
truth..not the traditions of men." | his will cause them, if theg want to be disciples of
the kingdom of G~d, to rea”g dig into the word and ’crulg ”study to show themselves
aPProved."

Man3 pastors ask, “Whg is it imPortan’c to say Jewish’ instead onust ‘5criptura!’ or
‘spiritual’? whg is it necessary to continua”g put the word _Jewish into our vocabularg?”
]t is impor’cant because of (5-d's Plan to use the Church to Provoke natural ]srael to
jea!ousg. The | ord desires to restore to the Christian Church a mentality that
causes her to be very self-conscious of the Scriptura! fact that she has been gra]cted
into a Jewish covenant, is belicving in the (5-d of lsrael, is saved }33 the Jewisl'\
Messiah and is believing and obeying the Jewish scriPtures. With the restoration of
this mcnta!ity, of this undcrstanding, the Church can bcgin to pray and act in such a
way that her relationship with the JCWiSl’I People and the nation of ]srae] will Fina”y,
after so many centuries, take the form and shaPe that G~d intended from the

beginning.

Achish Roots mcntalitg also creates a barrier Preventing demons from bringing
their doctrines into the lives opyour Peoples. No other world view or Pl’xilosoplng -
either natural or sPiritual - than that which is according to the scriPtures is accePted.
We learn how to studg toget}'ner~ with tolerance and mutual resPect so that "iron can
rea”g s}‘larpen iron." \We test our Personal or corporate intcrpre’cations and
aPPIications of the scriPtures bg examining the fruit it bears. ]s it causing the individual
to know G~d in a greater way and manifest more fruit of the SPirit’? Jesus said, "You
shall know them by their?ruit”(Matt‘ 12:% 5)

Bg studying the Jewish Roots of the (Christian faith, we gain a richer understanding
of the Bible, of the person and ministry of Jesus, and the writing of the Jewish rabbi
and aPostle Fau]‘ We can gain insight into the forms of worshiP and community life
that the carly church Practiccd, as we understand how the Jewish believers brought
their Old T estament faith, traditions, and Practices into the church. We can gain



insight into how the carlg believers understood the Practical clgnamics of living out
their faith in a hostile pagan world. We gain vital sPiritual lessons as we study the Old
Testament. We learn about the attributes of G—d, his nature and his ways with men.
These studies will mature our walk with (3-d. We will not be deceived into Fo”owing a
(5-d that is constructed after our own imaginations or human traditions. Rather we
learn how to relate to the G~cl of ]srael, as we study how He has dealt redemptivelg
with real Pcop]e, our sPiritual ancestors bg faith. We gain insight into the P]ans and
purposes of (5-d, as we stu&g his &ealings with the Jewish People and their responses
to his !aws, Prophets ancljudgments‘ Among many other themes, we gain true
unclcrstancling into the dgnamics of faith, without which it is impossib!c to Pleasc (5-d,
and we learn about the true nature of covenant and how central this theme is to the

purposes of (5-d and his relationship to us.

G~cl, who never changes, has left us a tremendous legacy in the Hebrew scriPtures‘
Tlﬂis !cgacg, and the ministrg fruit it is intended to Producc, is lost to us when we fail
to studg our Jewish Roots and deveiop the Biblical reiationship with the Jewish
Pcople G~d intends our churches to have.

Special Thanks to Dr. [Joward Morgan
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